
Please note: The important roundhouse meeting flier (PAGE 8) and annual car show
flier (PAGE 7) appears later in this issue; for formatting reasons this issue will be a 
single column instead of two.   OR YOU CAN DOWNLOAD A CARSHOW FLIER 
FROM THE MMRA WEBSITE AT    https://www.mmra1853.org/

APRIL 2026 -  #42

SUPERINTENDENT
Michael Buttaccio

  
Rain, Rain, go away, come back another day! I had good intentions to jack and level the Green Box
Car today, but as mentioned, rain came. My morning started out with good news with a meeting
scheduled at 8:00 AM. I received a check from Tim and Nancey Wilbur for the Lehigh Caboose
fund raiser which would have entered into the drawing for the display HO Caboose, so yes that was
a $1000.00 donation! It is still not too late to donate if you want your name to be placed inside the
Caboose when it gets here on April 28th.

Material is being purchased for the inside of the Green Box Car; the ends have been plumed up, and
electric boxes placed for the wires to be run. Future workdays will be scheduled soon, to get ready
for spray foam insulation. We will need items to be done in a timeline for inside work needing
warm weather for spray foam to adhere to the metal. We definitely have work to do, scrapping the
signal mast and painting, installing, and wiring! Not to forget, Red Box Car roof sealing.

Another good news story, we reached our goal for the Lehigh Caboose, members, and families of
members, along with the Community, have helped us through this journey which I am extremely
excited to bring 95 019 back HOME! Inside the Lehigh Caboose our Association will  place a
plaque of some sort to signify the contributions received and in whose memory donations were
made for. Thank You to everyone that helped along the way!

We do have a date to receive the caboose: April 28, 2026 and will need help with crowd con-
trol, which we can set up at our next meeting April 15, at the Village Board Room 5:00 PM. 

As promised, we have a Flag for our open houses starting in April on the third Sunday from Noon
to 4:00 PM. 

The Village of Manchester has a dedication of the Roundhouse Historical Marker Saturday
April 4, at 11: 00 AM Merrick Circle, then a Presentation at RJC High school auditorium fol-
lowing. PAGE 1



Please continue to bring bottle and cans to our Meetings and drop off bin on Center Street, John
Parmele still holds the record, then our Community and group! This makes a great help for the cost
of material that our Association Donates. 
Thank you!!!
All Aboard!

 ASSISTANT 
SUPERINTENDENT

Carl Johnsen 
 

April is shaping up to be a busy month for the MMRA and its members!  Starting with the dedica-
tion of the Pomeroy Foundation Historical Marker commemorating the LVRR Roundhouse. The
ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, April 4th at 11:00 am on Merrick Circle in Manchester near the
historic structure. A presentation on the history and the future of the roundhouse will follow imme-
diately afterwards in the Red Jacket High School Auditorium nearby on State Route 21.  Everyone
including the general public is invited to attend and comment.

    Our General Membership meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 15th (Tax Day, Yay!) at
the Manchester Village Hall at 5:00 pm. Contact Mike Migliaccio at  mikemig19@gmail.com if
you're interested in attending via the Zoom meeting option.  Our first regularly scheduled Red Box-
car Open House will be the following Saturday, April 19 th at 10:00am.  Finally, as you may be
aware, our Caboose fundraiser was successful and the Caboose is scheduled to be delivered to the
Manchester Railroad Memorial Park site on Tuesday, April 28th!  Prep work has begun to install
the  ties  and  rails  in  preparation  for  the  delivery  of  the  Caboose.   Contact  Mike  Buttaccio  at
butts38@hotmail.com if you're willing and able to help with the install.

    This is what an active organization looks like in action!  Everyone is encouraged to turn out
and participate in any of these events if they are available. Participation is what makes the club run,
and what makes the club fun!  Hope to see you there!

CHIEF ENGINEER
David Wright

From the Desk of the Chief Engineer

The Village of Parmele is looking good. A few more details are planned for the future.
The roundhouse is being weathered, and lights are being added by Larry Monte.
Larry is also working on the turntable to sink it into the "ground" to make it look more like the pro-
totype. We now have a period correct Lehigh Valley passenger train that will run on the outer track.
Thank you Carl.

If any members are interested in making a model building, we have a few spots left.
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It looks like we will be running a G scale train in the red boxcar instead of the green boxcar. This
will have all of the operating trains in one place and all of the railroad memorabilia in the green
boxcar.

The portable model train needs some attention to get it running reliably. The next date for display-
ing it will be at the car show on July 11.

Member train operation will renew starting on Saturday, April 18, from noon to 4:00 PM.
The red boxcar will  be open from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM on Wednesday, April  15th before our
monthly meeting.

The next open house will be on Sunday, April 19 from noon to 4:00 PM.

Put Saturday, July 11 on your calendar for our car show. See flier at end of the newsletter.

Mike B and crew are working on the green boxcar interior, preparing it for wiring and spray foam
insulation. Let Mike know if you can help.  We expect to see caboose 95019 in Manchester by the
end of April. It will require preparation in the next few weeks. Let Mike B know if you can help.
Once the new caboose is set it will require some additional work. Look for photos in the next news-
letter.

  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
April 4, 2026 at 11am at the Lehigh Valley Roundhouse 

Merrick Circle in the Village of Manchester, there will be a
dedication of a Historic Marker about the Roundhouse, 

refreshments to follow at the High school auditorium foyer.
SEE FLIER ON PAGE 8 OF THIS ISSUE
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YOUR BUSINESS CARD
COULD BE HERE, SEEN BY 
OUR MEMBERS, FOR ONLY 

$10 PER ISSUE.
FOR DETAILS eMail:

mikemig19@gmail.com



PLAQUE FOR ROLLO
By Michael Buttaccio

Rollo was a member that would open the Caboose up and stay there to greet and talk about the
Lehigh Valley Railroad when  I (Mike Buttaccio) was not available. His son donated the aluminum
ramp to our club when he passed. Anthony served in the armed forces and the ramp helped him to
stay in his home. His father worked in Manchester and lived on Merrick Avenue. His son lives on
South Avenue and when he donated the ramp I said I would put the plaque on the donated ramp.
My thanks to Doug Parmele for picking up the plaque from Halex Awards & Gifts in Geneva, NY.

MMRA AT FAMILY MATTER NIGHT
April 14, 2026

All photos by Mike Buttaccio

Brad Williams (l), Eric Keller (r) at
 Family Matters Night April 14, 2026

 at Red Jacket’s school gym.
MMRA ON YOUTUBE

The MMRA has its own YouTube Channel.  This will be a great publicity tool and informational portal.  We
will be producing videos for our channel and you are free to contribute.  The URL for the channel is:

https://www.youtube.com/@MMRA1853
You can help the club YouTube page by subscribing to the channel and also “liking” the videos you
enjoy and even ones you don’t enjoy. In doing this YouTube sees there is interest and promotes our channel
which is great publicity for us worldwide.

MMRA MONTHLY MEETINGS
The next MMRA membership meeting will be on Wednesday, April 15, 2026 at 5:00 PM.  

MMRA Meets monthly on the the third Wednesday of every month at 5:00 PM. We are Also on Google Meet
for remote participation. All members will receive an eMail link click at meeting time.

LOCATION:
Manchester Village Hall-Firehousep

                                                   8 Clifton Street, Manchester, NY                                         PAGE 4



KEEP YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS CURRENT
During the year your eMail may change. If it does please let staff know so we can update our
records. eMail is how we communicate with our members, in order to receive the newsletter or any
notices of importance, it is critical we have your latest correct eMail address.  Note that your eMail
would never be sold or shared with any outside party.  Members are asked to respect this privacy
of the other members. Newsletters are sent via BCC to promote privacy.

A MUST HAVE FOR THE WELL DRESSED:
Thanks to the special efforts of Dave Wright, we have
now a supply of the MMRA patches to emblazon your
personal  apparel.  Our  special  thanks to  Dave.  They
can be ironed on with ample heat or sewn on for an
even more firm attachment. The size is 2 inches by 4
inches and the graphic just projects out with such vi-
brancy you will jump back just looking at it. They are

only $5 each ($6 each mailed to the comfort and safety of your home); consider buying a few. Mike
Migliaccio will have them at the monthly meetings and open houses. Having exact cash available would
be appreciated in that we are not a bank. Contact  mikemig19@gmail.com 

LAYOUT LIMELIGHT
Your layout can be featured in a future issue of Mile Post 359.  Submit one but not more than two photos of
your choice.  Tell the members what you wish about your layout: construction challenges, themes, personal
stories, motivation for building etc…  The column will be called  Layout Limelight. It is your opportunity to
share what you enjoy about the hobby and inspire others. 

OPEN HOUSES: 
Our Next MMRA Public Open House Is Sunday, April 19, 2026 from Noon to 4:00 PM in the red
box car in Manchester Railroad Memorial Park, 103 South Main St (aka SR 21), Manchester, NY
14504.  

Remember to bring your returnable bottles to our monthly meeting to donate to the MMRA. There is a de-
pository on the Northeast corner of Center and Clifton Streets marked for MMRA. You can deposit your cans
and bottles there anytime. Make sure the wooden depository says “RR Memorial Park” with a drawing of a
steam engine on it.

Please send your MMRA news and news tips to Mike Migliaccio, at  mikemig19@gmail.com

MMRA HAS AN EXCELLENT WEBSITE
BOOKMARK IT – VISIT OFTEN

Space does not allow for the expansive number of photographs and videos we are constantly generating.
Thanks to the  experienced Carl Johnsen, the MMRA has a superb website at:

https://www.mmra1853.org/

Enjoy a plethora of great images of our progress and achievements at:  https://www.mmra1853.org/blog/

The MMRA website has an abundance of valuable information for members, our guests and friends includ-
ing design standards, by-laws, photo albums in our photo blog, video links, layout progress and the latest
news.  If you are reading this, you should consider bookmarking the MMRA website as the content will suit
you well.
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OLD BUSINESS CARD OF INTEREST
Business card from the 1980s for the Lehigh Valley Train Service.

While going through my collection of business cards (I keep them all), I found this one with staple
marks on it. I gather I bought a part at a train show from this vendor and this was stapled to the
packaging.  It is here for your visual edification only.  A cursory review of Google Maps and the net
in general indicates this vendor may not be in operation. Still a novel logo design and name.  
-Mike M

MODEL TRAIN DISPLAYS IN 2026

The Rochester-based N-Scale Club, Genesee & Ontario Model N-Gineers, will be bringing their n-scale 

modular layouts to the following venues:
Wood Library, Canandaigua; April 25 and 26; library hours.
Victor Library, Victor; April 11; library hours.

 

MEMBER DISCOUNT

Dispatch Junction in East Rochester will take 5% off for club members.

(MMRA received no compensation for the above notice.)

PLACES TO SHOP

A List By Rand Warner

(MMRA received no compensation for the references below.)

Fairport, NY:  O,S,HO,N, no Std or G. “Out of the Basement.” near lift bridge, up from trolley stop.

https://outthebasement.com/

Geneva, NY:  Antique CoOp, 475 South Exchange Street.  Geneva Antique CoOp

Honeoye Falls, NY: Leif Lawn and Garden, 9328 County Rd # 14, (Dan Erickson)    (585) 624-4295

Clarance, NY   Across from antique show field on Route 5 (Mains Street) at and near 11111 Main Street. 

716-759-8483

Bob Thom / Walworth, NY: Cleaning out his collection of O gauge, G scale and Std gauge.  Contact Rand 

Warner for details at 585-455-4840

Rochester, NY:  Treasure Hunt of Rochester,  2218  Lyell Ave, Rochester, NY 14606.  Lyell Avenue near Ex-

pressway – south side on west – former lock / key shop.  585-340-6700

Jr Junction Train and Hobby  2716 Erie Blvd E, Syracuse, NY 13224

315-451-6551                       https://jrjunction.com/

Buffalo, NY:   Niagara Hobby        https://www.niagarahobby.com/

(MMRA received no compensation for the above references.)

MMRA Mission:  To promote public education, interest, visitation, and volunteerism at the Manchester 

Railroad Memorial Park in Manchester, New Yorkthrough the planning, construction, and operation 

of a Model Train Layout \  that represents the Lehigh Valley Railroad in Manchester, built in a historic 

red boxcar at the park.   Co-Founders:   Mike Buttaccio & Doug Parmele                  PAGE 6
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