JULY 2026 - #45
AMERICA 250 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY

LIFE LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

Please note: YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE MMRA CAR SHOW
FLIER FROM THE MMRA WEBSITE AT
https://Iwww.mmral853.org/ or see the last page in this issue.

TUNE IN TO MMRA: LISTEN THIS SATURDAY, JULY 4, 2026 AT
9:00 AM OR 5:00 PM OR SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2026 AT 10:00 AM AS
MIKE BUTTACCIO AND DAVE WRIGHT TALK ABOUT THE
MMRA AND THE CAR SHOW ON THE TIME OUT ! RADIO SHOW
ON WYSL 1040 AM IN THE ROCHESTER RADIO MARKET OR
WLEA 1480 AM IN THE HORNELL MARKET. LISTEN ON LINE OR

TO THE PODCAST AT: https://www.wysl1040.com/

SUPERINTENDENT
Michael Buttaccio

Weather or not, here we come! Zero or 90 degrees, the MMRA is on the move! The
team has been working inside, outside, up on scaffolding, and ladders to get the job
done. The insulation has been applied and waiting to get the ceiling painted, and
we are moving forward to get the interior lining back up so the white oak flooring
can be installed. The green car has been jacked again and leveled so when the
glass door gets installed it will be square.

While working at the Railroad Memorial Park, visitors stopped and of course asked
if they could see the cabooses. One was from Florida and the other from Fairport
with two kids that loved the original Lehigh caboose cupola. The little boy talked
about seeing the Big Boy Steam Train and wants to come back when we have our
open house to see our layout. If you build it, they will come! In my opinion, this is
what it is about, showing and demonstrating, educating, and teaching! | for one am
excited to get the Educational, History, Green Box Car finished, with our outstand -
ing Team we will get done ahead of schedule. Page 1



Today Dave Wright and | did an interview at WY SL radio station talking heavy about
our up-and-coming Car Show Saturday July 11,10-3, and if you know any vendors,
send them my way. This is our only fund raiser, and we may need more support get
ting the Green box car up and running. Keep up the bottle and can donations, they
help a lot! We need volunteers, please contact me, Dave Wright, or Mike Migliac-
cio. Thank you. Last month | didn't mention who is contributing the most in our bot
tle and can donations, John Parmele was and still is, thank you John! Thanks to all
who make the extra trips and drop bottles, | am getting used to who does most of
the time.

Need to mention the signal mast is installed; the light bar mountings are on, will
hopefully get up and running this month. Thanks to Mike Mig, for the color coated
wiring and purchasing the motion detector, to mention a few. Larry is working on the
Roundhouse and hopefully will have the portable ready for the car show. Dave
Wright has contacted several for handouts, more than last year!

We have been asked to do Explore Victor in September on the 12th, if we have vol
unteers. Next year if we get things done, possibly dedication of the new caboose.
The product for the Red Box car has arrived and will be installed when time allows.
This mixing together and adding activator needs to be installed quick, or it hardens
fast, more fun, right? We can, and we will, get er done!

Next meeting July 15, 2026, at 5:00 PM at the Village of Manchester Board Room,
8 Clifton Street. Bring your bottles and cans or place in the container at 4 Center
Street. Thank you very much!

ALL Aboard!

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
Carl Johnsen

Model Railroading is a "Big Tent" with multiple scales and modeling interests for every-
one, Whether you run passenger equipment, or freight trains, or focus on fine-scale mod-
eling, or even electronics and wiring controls, there's a niche for everyone. While our lay-
out is dedicated to "O" gauge equipment, I've modeled in N, and dabbled in HO. Right
now | have a folded oval Lego Train layout in my Den, believe it or not! But I've always had
a thing for classic toy trains ala' Lionel, and membership in our organization lets me
scratch that model railroading itch that | never would have had the room, or the time, or the
funds to otherwise. Page 2



And while we're focused on a representation of the Lehigh Valley for our Open Houses
and historical theme, we've also held "run your own trains" events for members with
other interests and road names. So, as | said, Model Railroading is a "Big Tent" with
room for everyone and everyone is welcome here! If you're able, come to the next Gen-
eral Membership Meeting or Open House and get involved in the fun!

Carl

KEEP YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS CURRENT

WE WANT TO ENSURE YOU RECEIVE YOUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER AND ANY
IMPORTANT MMRA DOCUMENTS.
During the year your eMail may change. If it does please let staff know so we can update
our records. eMail is how we communicate with our members, in order to receive the
newsletter or any notices of importance, it is critical we have your latest correct eMail ad-
dress. Note that your eMail would never be sold or shared with any outside party. Mem-
bers are asked to respect this privacy of the other members. Newsletters are sent via BCC
to promote privacy.

Please send your MMRA news and news tips to Mike Migliaccio, at
mikemigl9@gmail.com The deadline for the August 2026 issue of Mile Post 359 is
11:59 PM on July 31, 2026; any submission after that deadline will go in the
following issue. We welcome you to submit your writing; this newsletter is your
voive.

MMRA MONTHLY MEETINGS
The next MMRA membership meeting will be on Wednesday, July 15, 2026 at 5:00
PM. MMRA Meets monthly on the the third Wednesday of every month at 5:00 PM, Man-
chester Village Hall-Fire House, 8 Clifton Street, Manchester, NY . We are Also on Google Meet for
remote participation. All members will receive an eMail link click at meeting time.

Remember to bring your returnable bottles to our monthly meeting to donate to the
MMRA. There is a depository on the Northeast corner of Center and Clifton Streets
marked for MMRA. You can deposit your cans and bottles there anytime. Make sure the
wooden depository says “RR Memorial Park” with a drawing of a steam engine on it.

OPEN HOUSES:
Our Next MMRA Public Open House Is Sunday, July 19, 2026 from Noon to 4:00 PM in
the red box car in Manchester Railroad Memorial Park, 103 South Main St (aka SR 21),
Manchester, NY 14504.
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Rotogravure Section
Photo credits: M. Buttaccio, D. Wright.

Green Box Car Work: Mike Buttaccio (left), Brad Williams and Dave Wright (center) and
insulation application (right).

Green box car work: Insulation completed.
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Re-railing the American Freedom

By Mike Buttaccio
Photos F. Suhe

The American Freedom train for America’s Bicentennial began an almost two year
journey through American starting in Wilmington, Delaware on April 1, 1976. The
trip would take it around America with multimedia displays and artifacts from Amer
ica’s 200 year history. Consisting of 26 cars, the train was pulled by three steam lo-
comotives. Reading Company No. 2101, a Class T-1 4-8-4 locomotive was one of
three engines to pull the consist; 2101, now residing in Baltimore, Maryland han -
dled much of the East Coast touring. 2101 arrived in Rochester for a May 7, 1975
appearance near the Genessee Valley Regional Market about three years to the
day after my high school graduation. 2101 was taken to an area near Ridgeland
Road for watering; in the process the track gauge was wide and the engine slipped
down between the rails and on to the ground. | was with Penn Central (about a
year before CONRAIL began) and was part of the crew on the wreck truck as-
signed to remedy the situation. Using a re-railing device the engine was back on
the rail heads. Special narrowing temporary rail devices were installed so the en-
gine could traverse the area as it needed to do so to get to the water it needed. On
the job with me was lke Moses, General Car Foreman of my crew and Frank Mar -
shall as the General Superintendent for Rochester. Thanks to the handy camera
work of F. Suhe these images were captured. After four years on the high school
track team, | found myself on another kind of track team three years later. Like all
endeavors we face, the key word is “team” to accomplish the tasking with success.
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(Itor) Mike Buttaccio (yellow hat), Ike Moses Ike Moses (1), Frank
(blue sweater, white hat), Frank Marshall Marshall (1)
(white shirt, white hat).

Additional sources and referneces:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading 2101
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American Freedom Train (1975%E2%80%931976)

My Visit To See Big Boy

By George Heissenberger

Phots by the author.
As soon as | heard that Big Boy would be making a trip to the Northeast, | planned to visit it
at some nearby venue. | considered several options. Buffalo, when it stopped at the train
museum there. However you had to park at Galleria Mall and take shuttle buses back and
forth. Not ideal. Plus it would be a static display and | also wanted to see it in motion. Attica
would be a pass by viewing option, as well as some locations along the trackage where it
would pass, but not stop. Hornell and Silver Springs were both options where it made a
whistle stop for about 15 minutes. Hornell was expecting massive crowds. Several of my
friends planned to see it as it crossed Letchworth’s Arch bridge. | heard that they would be
limiting the number of visitors to the park to 5000 and it cost you admission to the park. |
assumed crowds would be huge for that event. Silver Springs was just about an hour from
my house and was expecting moderate crowds, so that was my pick. On the morning of
June 11, 2026 | set out for Silver Springs for an ETA of 10:45, one hour before Big Boy ar
rived. As | passed through Geneseo and headed towards Perry and Silver Springs the
traffic got heavier. | stopped for gas in Perry and overheard others say traffic was already
bad in Silver Springs. As | neared my destination, according to the GPS | was just one mile
from my destination, when | saw traffic near full stop ahead and cars started parking to the
left and right sides of the road. | went ahead and followed and parked the car and walked
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the last mile to the crossing where the old Silver Springs station was located. Thousands
of people crowded the streets all walking in the same direction, people laughing and chat
ting. As | got to the area where Big Boy was to stop the town had closed off the cross
streets right near the rail crossing and there was a large crowd gathering.

The Perry Fire department had their ladder truck there with a large American Flag hang-
ing from the extended ladder of the truck. Silver Springs Fire Department right near the
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crossing was offering sandwiches and cold drinks for sale. The crowds kept growing,
maybe a thousand or more on both sides of the track. Excitement grew as we awaited the
arrival planned for 11:45 am. Everyone was happy and chatting together, some waving
small American flags. Suddenly someone said | see smoke! But it was too early, only
11:35 am, yet there it came, whistling and belching smoke, it was Big Boy, arriving early
and sounding amazing! The whistle was so loud it hurt your ears! People cheered and
waved. As it pulled to a stop right at the crossing | made my way to the front and got right
up to the barrier tape in front of the cab of the engine.

People tossed up hats or photos up for the crew to sign. What an atmosphere of
awe and amazement! A crew got out and began oiling the drivers, and checking
the engine front to back.
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The engine hissed and where | was standing there were three steam powered gen
erators on the boiler top running with a whine. It's true what they say that a Steam
Engine seems alive, with its panting and hissing, like a big dinosaur. | walked back
past the three 14 wheel tenders to the helper engines, numbered for 250" anniver-

sary of the USA and 1776 took some photos, then headed back towards the cab. |
got some great photos!

Page 9



After 25 minutes, the crew got back on board and gave the signal, and the train let out a
whistle and quietly moved off. Much less noise than upon arrival! The passenger cars
were seemingly empty, with only an occasional crew member waving. The last car was
the Ferdinand Magellan, the personal rail car for President Roosevelt. The engine gave
out a whistle as it made its way to the next stop, at the crossing of the Letchworth
gorge. | made my way back through the throng of spectators back to my car at the edge
of town. What a great experience, I'll never forget.

Technical note: If the URLs links in this newsletter do not bring you to the site they are designed to
do, simply cut and paste the link to a new tab in your browser; that should work. You can also search
for the topic in your browser; the search criterion will be listed with the URL. Sorry for any inconve -
nience.

MMRA OFFICIAL PATCHES

Thanks to the special efforts of Dave Wright, we have now a supply of
the MMRA patches. Our special thanks to Dave. The size is 2 inches
by 4 inches and they are only $5 each ($6 each mailed to the comfort

and safety of your home); to order contact:
mikemig19@gmail.com

MMRA ON YOUTUBE
The MMRA has its own YouTube Channel. This will be a great publicity tool and informational portal. We will
be producing videos for our channel and you are free to contribute. The URL for the channel is:
https://www.youtube.com/@MMRA1853
Search criteria: Manchester Model Railroad Association

You can help the club YouTube page by subscribing to the channel and also “liking” the videos you enjoy and
even ones you don't enjoy. In doing this YouTube sees there is interest and promotes our channel which is
great publicity for us worldwide.

MMRA HAS AN EXCELLENT WEBSITE
BOOKMARK IT - VISIT OFTEN
Space does not allow for the expansive number of photographs and videos we are constantly generating.
Thanks to the experienced Carl Johnsen, the MMRA has a superb website at:
https://www.mmral853.org/

The MMRA website has an abundance of valuable information for members, our guests and friends in -
cluding design standards, by-laws, photo albums in our photo blog, video links, layout progress and the
latest news. If you are reading this, you should consider bookmarking the MMRA website as the content
will suit you well.

MEMBER DISCOUNT
Dispatch Junction in East Rochester will take 5% off for club members.
(MMRA received no compensation for the above notice.)

MMRA Mission: To promote public education, interest, visitation, and volunteerism at the Man-
chester Railroad Memorial Park in Manchester, New York, through the planning, construction, and
operation of a Model Train Layout\ that represents the Lehigh Valley Railroad in Manchester, built
in a historic red boxcar at the park. Co-Founders: Mike Buttaccio & Doug Parmele
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